EANA Scientific Programme
All talks are held in the Berrill Lecture Theatre

Poster sessions will be in Central Meeting Room 15
Monday November 22nd
16.00 Registration

17.00 Welcome Buffet

Tuesday November 23rd
09.00 Opening session

09.10 Professor D Cowan (University of Western Cape, South Africa)

Extremophiles and life on other planets
10.00 Professor Charles Cockell (British Antarctic Survey and Open University)

Widespread colonization by polar hypoliths
10.30 Coffee

Session 1: Astro-Bacteria

Chair Professor Charles Cockell (British Antarctic Survey and Open University)
11.00 Roberto Barbieri (University of Bologna) 
Microbial biofabrics in lacustrine evaporate (sabkha) deposits; Relevance to astrobiology 

11.25 G Bianciardi (University of Sienna)

Molecular phylogenetic analysis of anaerobic psychrophilic bacteria

11.50 V Stakhov (Lomonosov Moscow University)
Bacterial Communities on ancient plant seeds buried in permafrost 

12.15 Laura Selbmann (University of Tuscany)

Microfunghi colonizing the closest terrestrial analogue of Mars 
12.40 Lunch
Session 2: Martian environments
Chair Dr J C Bridges (The Open University)
14.00 Aviaja Hansen (University of Aarhus) 

Bacterial survival experiments under simulated Martian conditions in a biochamber 
14.25 Beda Hofmann (Natural History Museum, Bern) 

Redox boundaries on Mars as sites of microbial activity
14.50 Frances Westall (CNRS Orleans)

Habitability, extreme environments, early earth and early Mars 

15.15 T Pocs (University of Budapest)

Cryptobiotic Crust types as earthy analogues of possible Martian life forms 
15.40 Tea

Session 3: UV Survivability
Chair Dr Gerda Horneck (DLR – German Aerospace Centre)
16.00 Christian Muller (Belgian Institute for Space Aeronomy)
Implications of SPICAM MARS Express early results for Martian life
16.25 Helmut Lammer (University of Graz) 

A Simulator for the incident UV radiation at the Martian surface – calibration and performance 
16.50 Pogoda de la Vega (DLR - German Aerospace Centre) 

UV Surface exposure on oxygen free planetary environments; impact of photo-reversion 
17.15 K Neuberger (TU Munich)

Tolerance of fungal and fern spores against simulated space environment
17.30 Poster Session 1 (with buffet)  

Wednesday November 24th
Session 4: Meteorites and Panspermia
Chair Dr Mark Sephton (The Open University)
09.00 Everett Gibson (NASA Johnson Space centre)

Biogenic Investigations of Martian Samples
09.25 Gerda Horneck (German Aerospace Centre)
Survival of endolithic and epilithic microorganisms during impact and ejection of Martian meteorites: first phase of the transfer of life between Mars and Earth
09.50 Cornelia Meyer (Museum Natural History Berlin)
An Experimental system for simulating meteorite impacts related to lithopanspermia tests
10.15 Jean Pierre Vera (Heinrich-Heine University, Düsseldorf)
The Lichen Xanthoria elegans as a model system for survival of eukaryotic symbiotic associations after simulated Meteorite/Asteroid impact 

10.40 Coffee

Session 5: Biomarkers
Chair Dr Iain Gilmore (The Open University)
11.00 Mark Sims (University of Leicester)
SMILE; A Family of Molecular Recognition Sensor Instruments for Robust Detection of Life in the Solar System. 

11.25 Paula Lindgren (University of Aberdeen)

Sampling of single grains for detection of life in extreme/remote environments 
11.50 Jan Toporski (University of Portsmouth)
Comprehensive in-field detection and characterisation of biomarkers in extreme environments 

12.15 Stephen Bowden (University of Aberdeen)
The Distribution of molecular markers within laboratory grown evaporite 
12.40 Lunch

Session 6: Martian Environments 2

Chair Mark Sims (University of Leicester)
14.00 Dean Talboys (University of Leicester)
The mole for soil compositional studies and sampling 

14.25 Monica Grady (Natural History Museum)
Influence of a biological component on the Martian carbon cycle.
15.00 Tea

15.30 Open Business meeting 

16.30 Poster Session 2  

18.00 Departure for Conference Dinner
Thursday 25th November
Session 7: Prebiotic Chemistry
Chair Professor Nigel Mason (The Open University)
09.15 Ralf Kaiser (University of Hawaii) 

Astrobiology a Molecular approach 
09.50 Alex Brandenburg (Nordita, Copenhagen) 

Homochirality through enantiomeric cross inhibition 
10.15 Anita Dawes (The Open University)
Prebiotic Chemistry – a laboratory study
10.40 Coffee

11.00 Jean-Michel Bernard (University of Paris)
Titan’s Atmospheric Chemistry
11.25 Richard Lathe (PIETA Research)
Fast Tidal Cycling and the origin of life
11.50 Nils Holm (University of Stockholm)
Fluid Circulation in mafic crust and formation of simple nucleotides
12.15 John Parnell (University of Aberdeen)
The Influence of Plate Tectonics on the microbial colonization of planetary surfaces
12.40 Lunch

Session 8: Exoplanets
Chair Andy Norton (The Open University)
14.00 Malcolm Fridlund (ESA)

The Darwin mission, exoplanets and astrobiology
14.25 Hugh Jones (University of Hertfordshire)

Prospects for the discovery of Earth-mass planets  

14.50 Richard Nelson (Queen Mary University of London) 

Orbital migration during the planet formation epoch 
15.15 Will Clarkson (The Open University)
Current Status of the WASP Project
15.40 Tea
16.00 Barrie Jones (The Open University)

The known exoplanetary systems most likely to have habitable ‘Earths’.
17.00 CLOSE
